
Check out the September 2020 Newsletter! 
 See the online version at vvschool.ca/news-events/newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

                                              Learning Without Limits 

  

Welcome students, parents, and guardians to Vista Virtual School (VVS)! We hope you had a safe and 

enjoyable summer vacation, and that you’re rested and refreshed for the coming school year. 

For families across Alberta and around the world, the COVID-19 pandemic has thrown academic plans into 

disarray. For Vista Virtual School, the pandemic has meant an unprecedented surge of demand for our 

distance learning model, and our staff have been working very hard to stay on top of it all. This year more 

than ever, many of you reading this will be joining us for the first time. 

COVID-19 has had serious effects on all our lives, and not even this school has been immune. Our 2020 

graduates had to celebrate virtually, and in-person field trips and other normal highlights of the school year 

have had to be cancelled and remain on hiatus for the foreseeable future. 

Despite these challenges, Vista Virtual School remains, as always, a place where our students and families can 

always look for support. Together, this online educational community will continue to thrive into its 25th year 

in 2021. These are strange times indeed, but we sincerely hope VVS will be an anchor of stability for you 

amid all the uncertainty. 

If you have any questions, please contact us at vvsupport@pembinahills.ca. Please also follow us on 

Facebook and Twitter for regular updates. We are thrilled that you have decided to make VVS your partner in 

schooling for the 2020-2021 school year, and we wish you a wonderful school year! 

Sincerely,  

                    

`            Mike Loitz,               Treena Bradbury,      Frank McCallum, 

              Principal                 Associate Principal    Associate Principal 

https://vvschool.ca/news-events/newsletter


What’s New? 

Orange Shirt Day 

Since 2013, schools and individuals have come together each year, in the spirit of 

reconciliation and hope, to learn more about residential schools, and to set the 

stage for anti-racism and anti-bullying initiatives. Orange Shirt Day at VVS is 

September 30. Wearing an orange shirt this day encourages Canadians to learn 

more about the history of residential schools. Wear orange this day! 

AHS Back to School 

It’s that time of year again--as kids get ready to hit the books, moms and dads face not only a new routine 

but a growing list of things to do. For families, it can get overwhelming. Alberta Health Services has created 

a health checklist to assist parents, guardians and children for the new year. 

Vaccine Information 

Typically, routine immunizations are provided for children in Grades 1, 6, and 9. More information is available 

through Alberta Health Services or contact your local Community Health Centre. 

Calgary Campus is Open 

VVS’s Calgary campus has been reopened, while our Edmonton campus remains closed. That said, we are still 

discouraging students from visiting our Calgary campus unless they have a pre-arranged appointment there. 

 

Back-Ordered Materials 

Due to this year’s extraordinary demand, some course materials are on backorder. We are working to have 

the materials delivered to you as soon as possible. In the meantime, please speak with the teachers as they 

will be able keep students engaged and on curriculum until materials arrive. 

Timelines and Expectations 

Our high school program operates on a semester system, 

following the traditional school year. All assignments for the first 

semester must be submitted prior to January 15 so that grades 

can be finalized by January 31. High school students must also 

complete a short E-Learning and Learning Management Systems 

course (COM1255) by the end of September, if they have not 

already done so. 

Elementary and junior high students should submit all 

assignments by June 15, 2021 at the latest so that grades can be finalized by June 30. 

All students are expected to work to work regularly, submitting assignments according to the timelines 

provided by the teachers. Students who do not submit work in September and October put their continued 

registration in jeopardy. Students are expected to put in around 30 hours of work on their studies every 

week. 

School Council and Parent Input 

Although we do not have a formal School Council, we welcome parents, guardians, and students to provide 

input on the operations of the school. Your suggestions can be directed to Mike Loitz, Principal. 

http://www.orangeshirtday.org/
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/info/Page2542.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/healthinfo/HealthWellness/hi-fh-back-to-school-checklist.pdf
http://www.immunizealberta.ca/
mailto:mike.loitz@pembinahills.ca


Student Parent Teacher Interviews (SPTs) 

VVS’ Student Parent Teacher Interviews (SPTs) will be held this fall via Google Meet. More information on 

SPTs will be made available via teachers, social media, the school website, and in subsequent newsletters. 

Monthly Events Calendar 

Check out our monthly events on our website. We update this calendar as events are added. 

 

Important Dates in September 

September – SADD Alberta Liquor Bag Campaign 

September 7 – Labour Day (STAT): VVS campuses closed 

September 7 – Ukrainian-Canadian Heritage Day (Alberta) 

September 13 – Grandparents’ Day 

September 15 – International Dot Day 

September 15 – National IT Professionals Day 

September 23 – First Day of Fall 

September 30 – Terry Fox School Run Day (National) 

September 30 – Orange Shirt Day 

Tips for Successful Distance Learning 

It takes discipline to start a distance learning course 

because you are not required to be in a classroom during a 

specific time or specific day. One advantage to distance 

learning is that you can complete your coursework when 

you have scheduled the time—it is more flexible—but it still 

requires significant time commitments and there are 

deadlines for completion. 

Students should start their coursework immediately and 

follow a schedule for assignments and exams. As a general 

rule, students at all levels are expected to put in 30 hours of work on their studies every week. Students are 

required to work regularly and diligently, following the timeline until the course is completed. In other words, 

you can’t put things off and complete everything at the last minute! 

If you treat your course(s) like a job or an in-person class, then you will have a specific time that works best 

for you to focus on your course. It may even help you get more value out of the learning, as you have 

planned time to work on it. 

 

Submitting Documents Electronically 
As you become registered and start your coursework, please contact your teachers— they will be happy to 

help you get started right away. 
 

Please note: all submissions must be provided electronically. Submitting through Moodle is expected. Learn 

more here about how to submit your assignments in Moodle. 

 

 

https://www.vvschool.ca/events/
https://aglc.ca/liquor/responsible-liquor-service/sadd-alberta-liquor-bag-campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_Day#Canada
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/sept-7-will-now-be-ukrainian-canadian-heritage-day-in-alberta-1.3833883
https://anydayguide.com/calendar/3109
http://www.thedotclub.org/dotday/
https://www.itproday.org/
https://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-seasons
http://www.terryfox.org/schoolrun/
http://www.orangeshirtday.org/
http://docushare.pembinahills.ca/dsweb/Get/Document-571335/Submitting_in_Moodle.pdf


Meet Your Teachers 
New to the team! 

VVS is growing, and so is our staff. We have already added several new teachers and other staff to our team, 

and more are coming. In addition, we have been pleased to welcome back several teachers who are 

returning to VVS after some time away. 

 

To stay posted on our changing staff lineup, visit the staff section of our website, where new names will 

continue to be added in the coming weeks. 

 
 

Contacts 

Principal Mike Loitz   

Associate Principals Treena Bradbury Frank McCallum  

Academic Counsellors Dominick Gallo Andrea Robin Christy Filgate (Special Ed.) 

Adult Academic Counsellors vvsadults@pembinahills.ca   

School Hours 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (teachers’ working hours 

are 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) 
  

Contact Information P: 1-855-974-5333 VVS Support  x5317  

 

Edmonton Campus x6100 

300-10055 106 Street NW  

Edmonton, AB T7N 1P4 

Calgary Campus x6200 

341 58 Avenue SE  

Calgary, AB T2H 0P3 

 

School Email vvsupport@pembinahills.ca   

We're Online 
Twitter 

@VistaVirtualSch 

Facebook 

VistaVirtualSch 

Website 

vvschool.ca 

Connect with Us 

 

Please follow us on Facebook and Twitter for 

updates on events and activities throughout the 

year. Our website is also a valuable source of 

information. 

Do you have a story to 

tell (or a typo to 

report)? Email Ben 

Freeland. 

The newsletter is 

published monthly and 

sent to students, parents, 

and guardians by email. 
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